With Respect to Iran and the West:

An Interface of Politics and Religion

A forum presented by the Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights, Augsburg College and the Minnesota International Center
Meet the panelists… 
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 Dr. William Orman Beeman is Professor and Chair of the Department of Anthropology  at the University of Minnesota. As a specialist in linguistic anthropology, he has gained fame through his extensive writing on communication dynamics in the United States, Iran, Japan and South Asia, including more than 100 articles and the groundbreaking  work Language, Status and Power in Iran and Culture, Performance and Communication in Iran. Professor Beeman’s most recent book, The “Great Satan” vs. the “Mad Mullahs”: How the United States and Iran Demonize Each Other, deals with discourse between Iran and the United States over the three decades since the Iranian Revolution.





Kjell Magne Bondevik is the former Prime Minister of Norway. In 1979 he was ordained as pastor in the Norwegian Lutheran Evangelical Church. In January of 2006, former Prime Minister Bondevik created the Oslo Center for Peace and Human Rights to encourage dialogue around the intersection of peace and spirituality. In 2007, the Oslo Center formalized a partnership with the Foundation for Dialogue Among Civilizations, which is headed by former president of Iran, Mohammad Khatami, to build bridges of understanding between the ”Islamic World” and the ”West.” The two organizations have organized workshops in both Oslo and Tehran, focusing on fostering human rights, tolerance for diversity, and reducing religious extremism. 








 Bishop John Bryson Chane was consecrated as the Eighth Bishop of Washington on June 1, 2002.  In this capacity he serves 93 Episcopalian congregations with 45,000 members in the District of Columbia and nearby counties in Maryland. He has traveled to Iran on two occasions at the invitation of former Iranian President Khatami and has spoken with several religious leaders and at numerous cultural events and seminars in Tehran and Qom. In 2007 Bishop Chane participated in a two-day conference on “Religion and Terrorism” and in February 2008, he attended the US-Islamic World Forum held in Doha, Qatar. He has also spoken at the National Defense University, the U.S. Secretary of State’s Open Forum, the Council on Foreign Relations, and at the Pentagon. He continues to be involved in the Council’s ongoing work in the area of religion, global terrorism, and foreign affairs. 





 Makram Nu’Man El-Amin is the Resident Imam of Masjid An-Nur in Minneapolis. He was born into an Islamic environment in Chicago, and has resided in Minnesota since 1976. In September 1996, Makram was overwhelmingly ratified as the youngest resident Imam of Masjid An-Nur. In 1998 he co-founded the Muslim American Society of Young Adults. In 1999 he was the Muslim delegate of interfaith with Pope John Paul II in Rome, Italy and in 2000 he met with The Dalai Lama during his visit to Minneapolis. Imam El-Amin continues to be a vitalmember of Minneapolis Islamic and the broader community. 
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